THESE specimens had been sent by Dr. Minett from the Government Bacteriological Department of British Guiana, and came from the Rupununi district. The hairs were characterized by the presence on the shaft of hard nodules varying in size from minute specks like particles of grit up to small pin's head, tending to be oval in shape, brownish-black in colour, and situated either on the side of the shaft like a nit or forming a concretion around it. According to Dr. Minett's note they affected entirely the extra-follicular portions of the hair. They varied in number from one to ten or more, and were situated close to each other or at irregular intervals. They were entirely outside the hair-shaft at first, but their presence eventually caused a breaking up of the cuticle, a fraying of the cortex, and rendered the hair liable to fracture opposite them.
On microscopical examination of the hairs softened in liquor potasste the nodules were found to consist of large spores of a peculiar fungus which was recognized as probably that to which Behrend has given the name of Trichosporum giganteum. In the small nodules the spores had a strikingly regular arrangement. At the periphery of the nodule there was a palisade layer of oblong spores from 10 to 12 , in length arranged at right angles to the hair-shaft, while next the hairs the spores were irregular and tending to be polygonal. In some instances these had a peculiar fanlike arrangement of rows of spores radiating from a central base. They appeared to be held together in a mass with some viscid cement substance which formed a sort of capsule enclosing them, and they presented a yellowish appearance owing to a diffuse colouring matter in the protoplasm and the presence of pigmentgranules. In the larger nodules the spores were not so marked, and they formed a mosaic or honeycomb-like arrangement with a few oblong regular spores at the periphery. No definite mycelial threads were detected. A number of attempts were made to cultivate the fungus, a culture being obtained on nmaltose agar of a chocolate colour somewhat suggesting that of an endothrix ringworm. This culture is possibly that of the fungus but is not yet fully worked out, and the exhibitor will report at a future meeting further experiments on the subject.
The condition was obviously a formli of trichosporosis and probably that type which is similar in the valleys of the Cauca in Columbia, and is known there on account of the hardness of the concretions as piedra. It has already been described in this country by Sir Malcolm Morris, and is closely allied, though possibly due to different species of fungi, to piedra nostras (Unna and Behrend), tinea nodosa (Crocker and Pernet), and possibly to chignon fungus (Beigel and Fox), but is quite distinct from the condition known as leptothrix, which affects chiefly the hairs of the axillke.
The exhibitor is indebted to his clinical assistant, Mr. F. C. Davies, for valuable help in cultivating the fungus.
Mr. BEDDOES asked whetlher the condition was that first described by the well-known writer Beglay. He believed the word " shingle" was applied to it because the workers, when passing it through the fingers, said it felt as if sand was upon it. He looked the matter up some years ago and found that a fair number of cases had been reported in England, and certainly in Europe.
Alopecia Areata in a Syphilitic Subject. By J. H. SEQUEIRA, M.D. THE patient, a healthy-looking man, aged 47, contracted syphilis three years ago. He was treated with pills in Glasgow, and has continued under treatment intermittently ever since the prim-ary sore was noticed. The primary sore upon the penis broke down about six months ago, but healed up soon after.
About the same time a patch of baldness appeared, and this gradually extended until it was nearly 3 in. across. During the past month a number of smaller bald patches have developed. When showin there was a large bald area 3 in. by 21 in., occupying the left vertical region.
This patch, which had been quite denuded of hair, was covered with fine white down. Over the occipital and temnporal regions there were numerous small bald areas, none of them larger than a shilling. The latter more closely resemble the true alopecia syphilitica.
The Wassermann reaction was positive. The exhibitor thought that the case would be of great interest to the members in view of the fact that Dr. Sabouraud had reported similar cases. Dr. Sequeira had h'ad a number of cases of alopecia
